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SXTERVIEW NO. 28 - o November 26, 1957

° "What do I wish to do? Ome could slmost write a book about it
" The last book I wrote was fourteer years ago, and I think & good deal of
%7 hopes were started there. It I had the time, I would write another
Svok on what sort of futuré India 1 weuld like to see. :

: © "Pirst of all, I am trying to give mogst Indians the primzfy
. recessities of life,  One wants to give them a much higher standard of
'lfving.' 1t must be given to all people, which means that we must build
’_"gp Indla's production of the gbod thirgs of life. There may be differences
bf'opinion,on how to do {t, buf.thera is complete agreement that it neecs
to be done, There are_two points I would like to stress briefly; -

e "(1) How to:do it mean.i effective econonmic 9011(:105 and the Liké.
- Pave of this s a technological preblem; part a matter of new iﬂﬁ?"Lives
aud desires for a belter'life;‘ : : : S

. ™(2) The village people are the majority in our country. We wust
brihg phem face to face with what {s called modern technological,
- sclentific, and industrial prbérean, wtthoht vprooting them from the soil,
There 13 no formula for it, It (s g matter of trial-and-error, for no
. people £an be uprooted withaqut great injury. You can transplant an
“tgingtvidual, but not a whole paeople, Rootlessness means uncreativeness
~and auperficiality;““f;T : l » .

. ~/%; - "The problem we are faced with {s how to combine what is valuable
*'%aih‘Indin'a past experience with modern scientific and industrial methods
%,'qnd';hought; We must do it by trial-and-error becauss you cannot uge
. 400 mi{liton people as if they were bricks and mortar,. They are people,
’§f%$§rh_ail the sensibilities of the huuan belng, eager to get along and to

. 'do the right thing, and restricted through no fault of their own becanse
: ﬁ_gtﬁéy were born Indian. We want the Irdian Pecple to grow in individuality.

We beiiiie’in‘the dignity and in th;_lmpottanca of the human being,

: "Even when I was ih'ptison 1 aever hated the British people, I hated
.the power that certain {ndividuals had over others, Human beings must
not have power over others, else they will miguge it, Even in your

: éduntry;'technology is running away with the machine, while the essence

0 of civilized living, huiani:l, is being pushed back. We want technology,
7% and we want 1t badly, but we do not want to lose our values of humane-

* ness and human underltandini by the machine operating only for {tself

" tather than for piopli.a
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"Even fourteen years ago, in my lsat book, I said that the
Apericans and the Rusaians are the two most dynamic peoples in the
world toduy, and they represent the two peoples whom I admire the most
cth pecples attract me .because of their dyuamism ~- their belief in
progregs, L have been in both Russia and the United Stetes, and I have
e impressed by the similarities between the two peoples. Both are
wissionaries, trying to convert the rest of the world to their particular
teligious way of life; both are trytng to save bhumanity. Both accept

tiw, same assumptions sbout the mechanical and technological age., Both

'eve B great rveverence and awe of scfence aud discovery. Both have made
2 great thing out of education, and both are friendly and want to be
11iked; but they want the rest of the world to be like them before they
can be liked. I was terribly impressed by the new educatiom in Russia.
lu sclence {t is very thorough and exheustive; I doubt whether thetir
system of technical education can be bettered, The students are compelled
to whbrk very hard, and although their lines are narrow, it is thorough.
Mast Rugsian education is a bit reactionary. Literature is studied
thorsughlv, but it is the literature of the past rather than the present,
Their music has been st{fled, and their painting is nothing but
photographic realism, Russia i3 a country for the sclentist; not the
humanist. '

"I think that education in Russia is changing the whole peocple. They
will not be the same as their grandfathers or their fathers. You imst
remember that a whole generation under fifty has besn trained since the
Russian revolution. The Rusaians, like the Americans, are mechanically
ninded, and there has been a good deal of imitation of Amarica in
w«rchitecture, management and industry. Ruasia is trying to be like America,
tor America {s its {deal. Broadly, the younger generation, trained since
the revolution, want personal freedom and more of the géad things of 1{fe,
Pergonal freedom and the amenitles are really prized by them, and sooner
or later the Russian government must provide these. The Americans are
different from the Russisns, but bhoth share the same sort of self-conceit;
heth look upon themselves as near perfect. Both countries have the same
unifing conformism, encouraged by mass public opinionj or should I say
that it is public opinion in America which forces all to be in the same
mold, while in Russia it {s the police and the fear of stringent punishment,
from Ivan's day om. :

"The Americans becsme uniffed during the nineteenth century., I think

it is wonderful that different peoples, creeds and races should have been

unified so that they accept the same point of view om institutions.

@

‘Approved For Release 1999/08/24 : CI.A-RDP78-92771R000500060006-2

,



Approved For Rélease 1999/08/24 : CIA-RDP78-02771R000500060006-2

wrslew No. 28 -~ per 3

T am sure that there are few Americans who would want to change to
swother system, America has had the pioneer mentality, of blazing trails,
i buge expanses of land ready to be cccupied by the first man who could
1111 1t, "It is a complex of hardness and softness combined, There is a
terrihly self-centered quality, which wae even noticed by Dickens, plus
a curicus looking to Europe with nostalgis to be accepted by the upper
groups and the educated groups in London and Paris. There was a striving
to buy culture there, or to absorb it, and yet in America the American
did a good deal of trall-blazing. te cut himself away from-feudalism,
oit at the same time to unify his soclety, he made it terribly uniforw.
"Lt must be difficult to be intellectually free in a -ociety tyrannized by
mes public 2pinion,
"Ieolationist before World War I and World War 1I, America woke up
to the fact that she was like Atlas carrying the world on her shoulders,
More Americans went abroad, but the; saw nothing because the American
‘ag lost his senge of receptivity, Wherever he goes, he carries his shell
with him, and as a result he doesn't know how to understand the person
d.fferent from himself, and he has lost the human faculty of knowing how
rnrhers are feeling and why. The c¢rusader {s not a very tolerant person,
F-.sentially, Americans are not philosophers. They are doers and men cf
sction, As a result they get shock after shock from the rest of the world
Lecause something is being done whiclh doesn't conform to thelr point of
siew. Then they go through agomiring appraisals and reappraisals.
"Y.d4s and America have a good deal {n common. America is admired
by most Indians, and you have undouttadly seem .how friendly most Indians
are to Americans, India has lived in a shell for at least ane thousand
years, with a caste syatem which has isolated most Indians from their ¢
iellow Indians, They were quite contert with their world, and like the<ﬁ%
‘tirnese they thought they were on the pinnacle of thought and all that %
wau good and perfect, India is the reverse of you. 8he is not a cru-
sader. Take religion, for example. Although the Indian conforms to
it, he 1s exclusive rather then a missiomary. In this respect he is
l1ike the orthodox Jew, who thought in terms of his pots #nd pans; whom
he could eat with, what he should eat, and whom he should associate with,
and so on., But the Eindu differed from the Jew because he was essentially
pagan. You can have whatever gods vou like provided you don't interfere
with the 11ie of the commnity. Yet they are also very narrow-minded and
uay no attentfon to the rest of the world; they are imsulated in their
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~mg shells, Philosophically, the Indian can believe in six orthodox

plilosophies, many of which are contradictory to the others in which he
nclieves. You can start & seventh or an eighth or a ninth if you want

tn. In India you have intellectual freedem but not socisl fresdom,,
2..ause the Indians lived in these shells, they became very passive toward
the present and the decadent, It is only now that they are beginning

tn come out of this lethargy. ' '

"I know that people feel that India relies upon me to guide her to

the future. I don't think it is 8 good thing that & country must rely

on two or three people.: It is far better to have each psraom play a de
{n bettering India. I realize, of course, that people lock at me as ohe
»f the links with the past struggle for independeace and our contemporary
struggle for a new India. In most revolutions -- excepting the

American, of course -- the leaders are generally killed, Because of
Candhi's peaceful approach, we survived. Mentally we started off as the
mentors of & resurging Indis, and this role is still ours. We are the

licks between the last generation and the next one,

"I must say that I am very nuch impressed with the quality of the
younger generation, The young vonen, especirlly, impress me with their
high degree of intelligence snd capabilities. There has really been a
revolution in Indis regarding women., Over one-third of ths dollege
siudents here in Delhi are young women snd in many ways they are brighter
than the men students, Thesa young people are coming out of their shells,
but I don't want them to bresk loose snd cut their moorings with the past,
There is st{ll a good desl of conservatism among them, but I sm certain
that the moderate tendsnciss will triunph in the long run.. You see, if
we had had to have a plebiscite on women's rights, they would never have
been passed. But we pushed them through our Parlisment. We gave the
women equal rights in terms of marriage, divorce and inheritance.. We gave
the women the zame equal footing legally &nd politically as men,

Deapitc thousands of years ‘of oppression of women, wa got these restrictions
removed with no clamor from the conservatives or ths orthodex, If we had
not led but had waited for a plebescite, they would never have gone through.
My hope {s that women, through education, will be the revolutionaries for
the next generatiom, since their role as rothers tnd sducators ls of auch
{mpartance.

"There is a gradusl and perceptible charnge which has taken plece
since independence as & rasult of our system of eduwcstion, We sre bringing
{n the mechine, and I hopa that tts influence will be moderated with

)
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humanlsm, The processes are the same here as in China, but we are doing
it mick slower than China. Here we follow the democratic way., The
cpposition gets up continuously to criticize us, and it is perwmitted as
well as encouraged to express {ts point of view, The English language
newspapers criticize us, but you ought to read the newspapers in Hind{i,
or sengali or Punjabi -- they curse us and revile ue in no mild terms,

"I react personally against the cold war. It is such an undomfortable
way of existence, I can understend precautions which nations need to take
for their defense, but 1 cannot spprove of the hatred which goes with this
type of cold war -- it is suspiciou and hatred leaning on the mpdern wespons
2f war. I don't know when a madman may start a2 conflagratioa that will
en2ulf the entire world, When FKhrushchev was here {n India he told me that
he wanted me to be the intermediary between the Russians and the Americans,
T replisd that it was neceasary for the Commmists to abolish their hate,
for every time you piel up & Communist newspaper there 1is hatred on each
line, and Lt is a burning kind. "I had alsoc heard Khrushchev damn.the
irivish in very hostile terms, I told him that we could have no peace
unless all nations are willing to forget the past and start snew with friend-
st.ip and understanding., Khrushchev replied that what I said was true, but
after all it was necessary to understand that Russis has lived in a state
cf siepe for over forty years, and that is why she is so suspicious. But 1
am not too sure that Czsrist Russia hasn't survived in the modern Communist
state, The Russians are conformist and ansrchist at the same time, and
one sces that in the top Commmists,

"] am convinced that no psople wants war., We in India cannot build
ourselvas up in a world which is psrpetually threatening the peace. We
wust have peace for our owm efforts. A world in which all the Americans
sce is the Rusgisn enemy, and world in wiich the Russisns see only the
Anericen enemy is not & pleasant place for Indla to be imn, We want the
friendship and understanding of all natians. We cannot take sides withoutg
los ing 6ur~pr1nc1p1en and our need not to be embroiled in power politicsLéé_
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